
Notre Dame History Department Curriculum Map

Intent: To develop an in depth knowledge and understanding of the past and see 
how it shapes the present. Lessons should inspire curiosity through the teaching of 

key events, people and discoveries.



Assessment Tasks:
3.  Quest ions on interpret ations of the 

holocaust  and s ignificance

4. Significance quest ions on the cold w ar

Assessment Tasks:
1. W orld W ar One causes and impact  

quest ions

2. Essay on t he rise of Hitler

Bridging unit  - Role of 
his t orians, Anglo-Saxons

Norman Conquest  

Henry I I / Becket

K ing John and M agna 
Cart a

Ordinary life

Cont inuity & Change
Chronology

U s ing Evidence

Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6

Power and Conquest
Who had power in Medieval England?

Silk Roads
Age of W isdom, 

Genghis  K han

Silk road +  black deat h

I mpact  of t he black 
deat h in England

1381- Great  Revolt

Causat ion, interpretations

Comparison. change, continuity
Significance 

What was the impact of the Silk Road on 
Medieval history?

W ar of t he Roses 
Henry VI I

M art in Luther

Henry VI I I  and t he 

break w it h Rome
Religious rollerocast er

M iranda K aufman’s  

research – Black Tudors

Causat ion and consequence 

Diversity, continuity, change
Significance  

Key Stage 3 Compulsory National
Curriculum Content:
1. The development of Church, state and

society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509

2. The development of Church, state and

society in Britain 1509-1745

3. Ideas, polit ical pow er, industry and

empire: Britain, 1745-1901

4. Challenges for Britain, Europe and the

w ider w orld 1901 to the present day

5. In addit ion to study ing the Holocaust

6. A local history study

7. The study of an aspect or theme in Brit ish

history that consolidates and ex tends pupils’

chronological know ledge from before 1066

8. At least one study of a significant society

or issue in w orld history and its

interconnections w ith other w orld

developments

12 weeks

Elizabet h I

The K ingdom of Benin

Causat ion and consequence 
comparison 

Divers it y 

Half Term 2 Half Term 1
What was the Age of Discovery?

I ndust rial 
revolut ion-

Causat ion and consequence 
Analys ing effect  for comparison 

Divers it y 

Half Term 4 Half Term 3

Pet erloo
Chart ism

Role of Vict orian 

W omen – Hallie 

Rubenhold – t he Five
Josephine But ler

Suffragist s/ Suffraget tes

Continuity & Change
Chronology & Diversity 
Significance 
Sources & literary interpretations 

Half Term 6 Half Term 5
SU FFRAGE DEM OCACY AND POW ER
How  did w omen in England gain pow er?

Key knowledge 
transfer:

St udent s  will have a 

developed and secure 
underst anding of 

chronology from 1558- 20th

cent ury underpinned by a 
sense of t heir own local 

his t ory. Students will be 
able t o int erpret  s ignificant 

changes in Brit ain and t he 

w ider w orld t hrough t he 
use of evidence and 

enquiry based learning, 
s t udying key t hemes such 

as conflict , democracy, 

empire, s lavery and w ar 
t hrough t heir Big 

Quest ions . 

12 weeks

KEY CONCEPTS 
Interpretations

Causation

Significance

Using evidence

Change & 

continuity

Chronology 

Diversity   

The Big Question: 
Enquiry based learning w here students 

explore a theme of or aspect of history  

DIVERSITY, IDEAS & INDUSTRY 
I s  it fair to compare t he lives of slaves and 

pauper-apprent ices?

Causes of W W1
Trench W arfare 

Russ ian Revolution 

Treat y of Versailles
Rise of Hit ler  

Causat ion and consequence 
Significance

Sources & lit erary int erpret at ions 

Half Term 1 Half Term 2
REMEMBRANCE & WIDER WORLD 
CHALLENGES: W as W W1 always 

going t o happen?

• construct questions 
about change, cause, 
similarity, difference + 
significance 

• Understand how the 
past has been 
constructed 

• Chronologically secure 
knowledge (British, 
local and world

Holocaust  
I ndoct rinat ion 

Communism

Capit alism 
Nuclear w arfare 

Causat ion and consequence 
Comparison, cont inuity, change

Significance  

Half Term 3 Half Term 4
DEMOCRACY & DICTORSHIP 
W hat  damage do dict at orships

do?

Half Term 5 Half Term 6

Legacy of slavery

Segregation in the USA

Civil Rights Movement

Impact of Civil Rights Act 

Windrush

Notting Hill Riots

Race Relations Act

Change and Cont inuality
Causat ion

Significance

What are the long term causes of the Black 
Lives Matter protests? (UK and USA)

Local St udy: The fire of Sout hwark, Tow er of 
London (cast les)

Local s t udy: Bakerloo Line Depot  – Plague 
Pit Local St udy: Bermondsey Abbey

Local St udy: Chart ism- Kennington 
Common Local Study:  I ndust rial Southwark Local St udy: The M ayflow er

Local His t ory: local war memorials Local His t ory: testimonies of local people 
regarding t heir experience of t hese events .

Local History:
Links to local history, building a sense of

identity ,and forming the foundation to

analyse using the local, regional, national,

international approach.

KS1&2 Knowledge

and Key Skills:

Key Knowledge and 
Skills Transfer Y9-10:
chronology, individuals, 
events, developments and 
issues; first order historical 
concepts such as 
‘constitution’, ‘nation’, 
‘revolution’, ‘society’ 

How did the Tudors shape modern Britain?

Assessment Tasks:
1. Norman conquest  – w hy did W illiam 

w in?

2. Guidebook t o life in t he middle ages

3. Post er on w hat was exchanged along t he 
Silk Roads

4. Significance quest ions on the black deat h 

and t he great  revolt .

5.  Essay on causes of t he reformat ion
6. Final assessment 

Assessment Tasks:
1. Analys is  of t he successes of Elizabet h

2. I nt erpret ations of Empire

6 weeks 6 weeks

GCSE Qualification:
Edexcel has three papers that divide the

students’ studies into three papers,

separating content and skills into differing

papers.

Key knowledge 
transfer: 
St udent s  will have a 

developed and secure 
underst anding of 

chronology from 1000 t o 

c.1560, underpinned by a 
sense of t heir own local 

his t ory. Students will be 
able t o int erpret  what 

Brit ain looked like 

polit ically, socially and 
economically t hrough t he 

use of evidence and 
enquiry based learning 

t hrough Big Quest ions.  

Local His t ory: Brixton Riots

Assessment Tasks:
5.  Essay on causes and impact  of t he civil 

right s  movement

6. Final assessment

Assessment Tasks:
3. Essay on t he abolit ion of the slave trade

4. Report  int o t he impact  of the industrial 

revolut ion

Origins  of 
European Empires

The Brit ish Empire

Trade t riangle
M iddle Passage 

Plant at ions 

Abolit ion

Assessment Tasks:
5. Essay on how  s ignificant a t hreat the 

chart is t s were.

6. Final assessment

The development of Church, st ate and society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509 1509-1745

The development of Church, state and society in Br itain 1509-1745Ideas, political power, industry and empire: Br itain, 1745-19011901 to the present day

Challenges for Br itain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day

• Connections, 
contrasts +trends over 
time Key historical 
terms Informed 
responses



Reading Shelf  

Lat er 
M iddle 

Ages 

Normans

Anglo 

Saxons

GCSE Skills: Change and Cont inuity , Causat ion, analy sing 

sources from a historic env ironment to add to a thematic 

understanding of history . 

Half Term 2 Half Term 1

Edex cel GCSE (9-1) History : Crime and Punishment c.1000-

present day

Half Term 4 Half Term 3Half Term 6 Half Term 5

USA – 1954-75 –

Civil Rights

6 weeks 6 weeks6 weeks 6 weeks 12 weeks

Ear ly Elizabet han England 1558-588

Foreign policy 
I nt ernat ional 

relat ions

M ilitary 
t ens ion 

GCSE Skills :  evaluating factors  
of s ignificance, analys ing 

change, effect , causat ion 

and consequence.  

Half Term 1 Half Term 2

Superpow er relat ions. Cold W ar

GCSE Skills: evaluating factors of significance, 

analysing change, effect, causation and 

consequence, interpretations

Half Term 3 Half Term 4

USA –1954-75

The VietnamWar

Half Term 5

Rev ision & Exams

Rev ision & Exams

Rev ision & Exams

Paper 2: Early  Elizabethan England +the Cold W ar

Paper 3: USA – Civ il Rights + the Vietnam W ar

Paper 2: Cold W ar Paper 3: USA 1954-75
Discussions of A-level courses 

linked to History  

GCSE History specifications
includes:
1. Three eras: Medieval (500-1500), Early

Modern (1450-1750) and Modern (1700-

present day)

2. on three time scales: short (depth

study), medium (period study) and long

(thematic study)

3. on three geographical contexts: a

locality (the historic environment); British;

and European and / or wider world
settings

Key Knowledge and Skills 
Transfer Y10-11:

relat ionships, making 

connect ions, draw ing 
cont rast s  and analys ing 

t rends.  
use crit ically and 

const ruct ively a range of 

cont emporary source 
mat erial 

evidence is  used rigorous ly 
t o make his t orical claims, 

discerning how  and w hy 

different  int erpret ations of 
t he past  have been 

const ruct ed 

Post-16 

Pathways

AS/A2:
M odern History or Medieval History

Undergraduate degrees: 
Use historical enquiry, research 

and evidence based  skills

History

Ancient History

Classical Civilisation

Law

Archaeology

Journalism

Politics 

• select ing, organis ing and 
communicat ing know ledge 

and underst anding in 

w rit ten narrat ives, 
descript ions and analyses, 

reaching subst antiated 
conclus ions

• Second order concept s

cont inuity, change, cause, 
consequence, s ignificance 

and s imilarit y and 
difference

Communism
Capitalism
Peace 
conferences

Containment

Whitechapel

Present Day

Paper 1: Thematic study  w ith historic environment study  of 

W hitechapel 19th century  

20th

Cent ury 

I ndust rial

Early 
M odernQueen Gover nm ent  and r eligion

Thr eat s at hom e and abr oad

Life in Elizabet han England/ Explor at ion

GCSE Skills: Know ledge and understanding, causat ion, 

significance

The development of the civil 
rights movement
Protest progress and 
radicalism

Reasons for increased 
inolvmeent
Key events of the war +tactics
Reactions to the war and the 
end of the war.


